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How to Build Your Own Bead Frame

Materials Needed:
• 70 coloured beads for Large Bead Frame (30 green, 20 blue and 20 red) (supplied) OR 

40 coloured beads for Small Bead Frame (20 green, 10 blue and 10 red (supplied)
• 7 wooden kebab skewers for Large Bead Frame (supplied) OR

4 wooden kebab skewers for Small Bead Frame (supplied). A spare or two are included.
• 2 strips of cardboard about 5cm wide and 37cm long (supplied).
• ruler and pencil 
• black and grey coloured pencils
• white glue (optional)

Directions:

1. Turn the cardboard strips over. On the brown sides use the ruler to measure and make 
marks where the skewers will go. Your marks should be on the left side of one skewer 
and on the right side of the other one because the skewers will go between the strips. 
Measure 2cm from the top of each strip for the units skewer and make a mark. 

2. Now measure 3cm from the units mark and make another mark on each strip for the 
tens skewer. Then measure another 3cm from that mark and make a new mark on each 
strip for the hundreds skewer. These marks are for the Simple Family skewers.

3. Now for the Thousands Family skewers. Leave a gap of 5cm and make another mark 
on the opposite edge of each cardboard strip. This will be the units of thousands 
skewer. Measure 3cm from this mark and make another mark on each strip for the ten 
thousands skewer. Then measure another 3cm from that mark and make a new mark 
on each strip for the hundred thousands skewer.

4. Finally, leave a gap of 5cm and make another mark on the opposite edge of each 
cardboard strip. This will be the units of units of millions skewer.

5. Starting with the unit skewer at the top of the frame, poke one end of the skewer into 
the cardboard at the first mark on one strip. Use the holes formed by the corrugations 
of the cardboard. If you put a few drops of glue onto each skewer before you poke it 
into the cardboard it will make your bead frame stronger. 

6. Thread ten green beads onto the skewer. With the beads on, poke the other end of this 
skewer into the other cardboard strip at the corresponding mark (2cm from the top). 
Add a little glue if you like for strength.

7. Repeat this process with the next skewer. Secure one side, then thread the blue ten 
beads onto it before securing the other end to the other cardboard strip. Then do the 
same with the hundreds skewer and red beads.



8. Continue with the thousands family skewers and beads (green, blue, red), and finally 
the millions skewer with green beads. The small bead frame finishes at the thousands.

9. Now to make the stand. Place your bead frame flat on a table with the white side of 
the cardboard facing up. Let about 8cm of both strips hang over the edge of the table. 
Carefully bend these “feet” down with your thumb as you hold the strips against the 
table with your fingers. Make the crease a nice clean right angle. Stand the bead frame 
up on its feet and tilt it backwards a little so it balances. (Don’t push it too far.) 

10. Place the bead frame down on the table again, face up. With the black pencil (or a pen) 
write in the value of each skewer on the left strip close to the skewer: 1 at the top, 
followed by 10, then 100, then 1,000, then 10,000, then 100,000 and finally 1,000,000. 

11. Use the grey pencil to colour the section of the left strip around the three skewers of 
the thousands family. Use the black pencil to colour the left strip around the millions 
skewer. (The units skewers are white.) The small bead will only have a grey section 
around the units of thousands skewer.

12. Your bead frame is ready! This is what it should look like below. If the strips ever bend 
in the middle you can glue another strip of cardboard to the backs of both strips to 
reinforce them.


